
Tier 1
Investors



Welcome to Kingsley Napley

This brochure will guide you through 

obtaining residence and British citizenship 

under the UK Tier 1 Investor visa with the 

support of my team which is top-ranked for 

immigration services in the UK.

Choosing where you live is one of the biggest 

decisions you will make. Finding a stable and 

secure location for you, your family and the 

things you care about are key considerations 

when looking for a place to call home.

As one of the world’s most cosmopolitan 

countries, the UK is ideally placed as an 

attractive location for international investors 

to make their home. The UK boasts a world-

leading education system, a clean and safe 

environment and a beneficial tax regime if 

the applicant qualifies as a non-domiciled 

resident.

The UK’s Tier 1 Investor visa provides an 

attractive and simple way for high net worth 

individuals and their families to live in the UK 

and obtain permanent residence and British 

citizenship.

Our dedicated immigration team is committed 

to providing exceptional client service to 

investors and their families. We work closely 

with investors and their advisers in securing 

the relevant visas to come to the UK. Our 

experience, coupled with our wide network of 

specialist advisers, provides our clients with 

the peace of mind that their relocation to the 

UK is in safe hands.

You will find our contact details at the back of 

this brochure and you are invited to speak to 

any one of us to help you obtain your visa as 

quickly and as smoothly as possible.

Nicolas Rollason
PARTNER & HEAD OF IMMIGRATION



Key Visa Requirements

Those wishing to apply for a Tier 1 Investor 

visa must have:

→ At least £2 million of their own

transferable funds to invest in the UK

→ An open UK investment account with a

regulated UK bank or wealth manager

→ A criminal record certificate issued in the

last six months 

→ Investors may include their spouses, 

partners and children under the age of 18 

in their application

Key Investment Requirements

Investor visa applicants must invest the 

full £2 million into the following permitted 

investments:

→ Share capital in UK trading companies,

such as UK equities

→ Loan capital in UK trading companies, such

as UK corporate bonds

→ Investment into a pooled investment

vehicle which has also received funding

from a UK or devolved government

department and confirmed by the FCA

The process for obtaining a UK Investor Visa 
and key visa requirements

Key Residence Requirements

Initial visas are issued for three years and four 

months.

The visa can be extended in the UK on proof 

that the investment has been maintained 

throughout the initial period.

Investors can obtain permanent residence 

(known as indefinite leave to remain) after five 

years’ residence if they can show that they:

→ Have maintained the investment

→ Have not been outside the UK for more

than 180 days in any 12 month period in the

five years, calculated on a rolling basis

→ Have passed a simple Life in the UK test

→ Speak English to intermediate (B1) level

Fast track permanent residence is available 

for those who invest £5 million (three years) 

or £10 million (two years) and who also meet 

the residence requirements for the relevant 

period.

Obtaining British Citizenship

British citizenship can generally be 

obtained after the investor has been 

resident in the UK for five years and 

has held permanent residence for one 

year. There are different residential 

requirements so planning is essential.

“Kingsley Napley is home to a superb 

team of Immigration lawyers.”

CHAMBERS UK,  A CLIENT’S GUIDE TO THE UK LEGAL PROFESSION



Your Tier 1 Investor Journey

Identify and provide evidence of funds
→  Open UK bank account

→  Obtain police background checks

Complete application forms

Select best processing options

Making the application
→ Online forms

→ Book appointments

→ Collate supporting documents

Attend
biometric
appointment

Visa issued

Advice on conditions
to remain compliant

Arrival in the UK

Invest the funds

Year 2
Health check to ensure compliance or 

permanent residence (with £10m investment)

Year 3
Extension application can be made or

permanent residence (with £5m investment)

Year 5
Permanent residence (with £2m investment) /

British citizenship (for those who obtained

permanent residence under the £5m or

£10m investment route)

Year 6
6 years after the initial visa is issued an

application can be made for British  

citizenship £10m investment route)



Our Services for Investors

We provide a highly personalised service for 

investors seeking to live and work in the UK 

with a Tier 1 Investor visa. Our aim is to guide 

you through the entire process, from your first 

visa to obtaining permanent residence and 

British citizenship and to support you and your 

family throughout.

Dedicated Legal Support for Investors

Where requested, we can support you in all 

aspects of moving to the UK, not just with 

your visa. We work closely with colleagues in 

other teams at Kingsley Napley to provide you 

with a comprehensive service, which includes:

→ International tax planning and structuring

before and after your move to the UK

→ Buying a home in the UK and investing in

UK real estate

→ Setting up or investing in a business

→ Employing staff

→ Family issues, including prenuptial

agreements

Our Network of Trusted Partners

To further support you, we work alongside 

other trusted advisers, with whom we 

have worked previously and who have 

demonstrated excellent client service. This 

allows us to introduce you to a range of 

providers in the UK who can support your 

move here. As a regulated law firm, we 

do not receive or pay commission and/or 

introduction fees and we select our providers 

purely on their quality of service, integrity and 

value for money to benefit our clients.

Our partners include:

→ Wealth managers and banks 

All of whom understand the Tier 1 Investor 

visa criteria and have excellent levels of 

client care.

→ Schools and education advice 

We liaise with leading education 

consultants to ensure that your children can 

secure places in the UK’s leading 

independent day and boarding schools. 

Our educational consultants can also 

support any language needs if this is 

required to pass the English and Life in the 

UK test for permanent residence.

→ Finding a home for you 

We work with the UK’s leading real estate 

advisory companies, who can assist you to 

find and secure the property you want to 

buy and support you with any 

refurbishment and development of the 

property. 

→ Setting up your home and life in the UK 

Whether this involves setting up your 

internet, registering with a local doctor, 

finding staff for your household, setting up 

a security alarm system or giving you 

access to exclusive social or sporting 

events, our settlement partners can assist 

you.

→ Global residence and citizenship options 

Many of our clients will explore the 

possibility of facilitating EU or global travel 

by obtaining residence and citizenship in 

another country. We work with trusted  

and authorised global partners to assist 

you with Citizenship by Investment 

Programs in Malta, Cyprus, St Kitts & Nevis, 

Antigua, Dominica as well as investment 

based residence in EU countries.
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Our Expertise

Kingsley Napley is a law firm based in London 

which has been advising individuals for over 

80 years, dealing with high net worth families.

Our team is consistently recognised as one 

of the best in the UK, having been ranked for 

over 15 years in the top tier of both Chambers 

UK and Legal 500 UK, the leading guides to 

the legal profession in the UK.

Our private clients range from high net worth 

investors, entrepreneurs, innovators and 

business people to internationally famous 

people. We also act for a large range of major 

corporate clients, including asset managers, 

banks, private equity firms, technology 

companies, global energy providers, global 

media and entertainment businesses and 

professional service firms.

You may also wish to find out more about 

our range of services for international families 

and investors, which can be found at www.

kingsleynapley.co.uk/internationalfamily.

For more information about the UK Tier 1 

Investor visa and our services, please contact 

Nicolas Rollason or any member of our team.
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Kingsley Napley LLP is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, registration number 500046. This brochure is for information purposes only. 

It does not contain, and neither should it be relied on as, legal, regulatory, financial or tax advice. If you would like legal advice or legal assistance, please contact us.




