
Brexit and EU citizens* in the UK 

 TRANSITION PERIOD NEW IMMIGRATION SYSTEM EU SETTLEMENT SCHEME CLOSED TO 
NEW APPLICANTS

31 January 2020  1 January 2021  1 July 2021

EU free movement law continues

EU citizens free to travel to, work and 
study in UK

EU citizens living in the UK can apply 
to EU Settlement Scheme

EU free movement law ends

EU citizens who arrived in UK on or before 31 
December 2020 can still apply to EU 
Settlement Scheme: deadline 30 June 2021

New immigration rules for EU citizens and 
others arriving in UK from 1 January 2021

Deadline for EU citizens who arrive d in the UK 
on or before 31 December 2020 to apply to EU 
Settlement Scheme has passed

Late applications accepted only "if there are 
reasonable grounds for the failure to respect the 
deadline"

*Includes other EEA nationals
and Swiss nationals 
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