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Scenario 

 

You are a lawyer at Sidney David LLP. You have been contacted by Maria Cortez who was 

recommended to your firm by Queensford Wakely. They were not able to take her on as a client as there 

was a conflict of interests with one of their existing clients.  

You speak with Maria on the phone and she explains that her son, Leo, is a student at City Heights High 

School and he has disclosed to her that he smashed the window at the party at the school.  

 

Maria is a local councillor and has concerns about this coming out in the press given the high volume of 

press attention it has already received.  

 

Maria has heard through the school that the police are investigating the incident. Leo has never been in 

trouble with the police before, has top grades in all of his subjects and has an unconditional offer to attend 

a Russell Group university. Leo is extremely apologetic about his behaviour and Maria has offered to pay 

for any repairs. Maria wants to know if Leo needs a lawyer. 

 

Maria has already been to see three other law firms and has not decided yet who she is going to instruct.  

 

Maria is on holiday in New Zealand but is concerned that this be dealt with as soon as possible so she 

has asked to have a video call with you.  Due to the significant time difference, you agree to send her a 

video presentation.  

 

 

The task 

 

For this task, we’re asking you to make a video of a ‘client pitch.’ This is an oral presentation you would 

give a potential client to persuade them to instruct you as their lawyers. You don’t need props or slides – 

just your words and your powers of persuasion. 
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For the purposes of this task, you are a lawyer at Sidney David LLP. It is entirely up to you what type of 

law firm Sidney David LLP is. For example, it could be a boutique media and litigation firm specialising in 

criminal law, defamation and privacy or it could be a large international law firm with expertise in all areas 

of law. Think about the potential client and their needs, and what attributes your firm has that are best 

suited to them. 

 

This is a team exercise, so we would really like to see every member of the team take part in the pitch. 

When preparing your pitch, you don’t need to worry that you don’t know much about the law. In practice, 

of course, that will be essential. However, this task is about you rather than what you know. 

 

To prepare, we would like you to think about what you would want to see and hear if you were a potential 

client, and include those things. Consider: 

 

 Presentation - How will you persuade the client that you are organised and professional? 

 Personality - How will you make the client feel that they can trust you and will enjoy working with 

you? 

 Empathy - Can you make the client feel that you understand their situation? 

 Strength - How would you convince them that you would put up a fight on their behalf? 

 

Remember, the legal market is very competitive, so for a persuasive pitch you need to be really 

enthusiastic and show the client that you really care about their case and want them to instruct you! 

 

As a rough guide the video should be approximately 2-3 minutes long but no longer than 3 minutes.  

 
Resources 

 Video - Sandra Paul: How to approach a pitch and introducing Task 3 
 Video - Sandra Paul: Pitching to a potential client 
 Fact sheet - Different types of law firms in the UK 

http://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLr-5k8Z9gk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7uuTN6EVKEU
https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/resources/download/371
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How to submit your answers 

 Submit video via the file sharing website WeTransfer to our designated email address 
LAsubmissions@kingsleynapley.co.uk 

 In the WeTransfer message box students must enter, in this exact format: 

 

 You will then be asked whether you wish to send the video file as an email or copy a link 
to the file. If your WiFi connection is poor please copy the link and send to 
LAsubmissions@kingsleynapley.co.uk 

 All of the above can be done a mobile phone.  
 The submission deadline is 17:00 on 3 April 2019. 
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