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The Scenario 
_________________________________________________ 

 

It was the last week of school at City Heights High School (‘the School’). The final year 

students had the usual ‘muck up day’, where they played good natured pranks on the 

other students and teachers.  

Steph Jones, daughter of the PE teacher, was heard boasting to a group of her friends 

that she was planning to sneak into her father’s office and take the keys to the gym. She 

had told her year group that they should all meet her at 8pm outside the gates and they 

could have a party in the gym to celebrate the end of the school year. She made it clear 

that they should not mention it to anyone else as she would obviously be in a lot of 

trouble with her father if he ever found out.  

Later that evening, Steph snuck past the gates and used the keys to open the gym. 

Some of her friends had brought music and by 9pm most of the year group were there.  

Despite many of the students being under 18, alcohol had been brought along by some 

of the older students and just about everyone there was drinking it – some more than 

others. 

Steph’s friend Jo was among those drinking. She had snuck a bottle of vodka out of her 

parents’ drinks cabinet and decided to take some pictures of everyone drinking it for her 

Instagram page. She tagged the location so that the rest of her friends could see they 

were drinking in the school gym and within minutes she had got hundreds of likes and 

comments.  
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More and more people began to turn up to the gym for the party and by 10.30pm it was 

out of control. The music was extremely loud and people were getting really rowdy.  

Out of the corner of her eye, Steph saw a bottle fly from the back of the room and she 

heard a loud smash. There was a lot of commotion and shouting, and she heard one 

boy shout, ‘You’ve only gone and broken the window, mate!!!’  

Steph realised the party had gotten out of control. Jo was so drunk that she had passed 

out and Steph was scared. She had no choice but to call the police to shut down the 

event and she also requested an ambulance for Jo. 

The next morning… 

By the next morning, photographs of the party with the police arriving had already gone 

viral on social media. The Headmaster had been told by a friend at the local newspaper 

that they were planning to publish the story in their next edition, with Steph’s picture 

printed on the front page and the headline ‘TEACHER’S DAUGHTER ORGANISES 

ILLEGAL RAVE ON SCHOOL GROUNDS.’  

Steph’s dad then received an email from the Headmaster entitled, ‘Dismissal with 

immediate effect.’ The Headmaster was outraged and informed Steph’s dad that he 

must be off the school grounds by the end of that day. The email read, ‘As I am sure 

you understand, we need to protect the reputation of the School and we have therefore 

determined that this decision is final and not up for reconsideration.’ 
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That afternoon… 

After lunchtime, the entire year group were brought into the assembly hall and asked to 

come forward if they had any information on what had happened. 

The School wanted to find out who had broken the window and each pupil was brought 

in one by one to be questioned on what they knew. One of Steph’s classmates told her 

that she had been sent a Snapchat the previous night showing one of the boys in the 

year below throwing the bottle which smashed the window.  

A letter then arrived from the School’s landlord who had seen some pictures on Twitter 

about the party. It stated that he wanted to end their lease immediately as it was clear 

that they had breached the conditions of their contract. 

Meanwhile…. 

Jo woke up in her local hospital with her hip in a lot of discomfort, and with concussion 

and a terrible hangover. The doctors informed Jo that she had passed out at the party 

so she was unconscious when the paramedics picked her up. When the paramedics 

had transferred her from the ambulance to the hospital bed, the bed rails had not been 

put up properly and she had tumbled off the bed and fractured her hip. The doctors 

admitted that her hip would have been fine if the rails had been put up properly. 

Just last month, Jo had been named ‘Team GB’s rising gymnastic star of the future’. 

She had won countless national championships and was tipped for a gold medal at 

Japan 2020. She is sponsored by an international sports brand and was set to turn 

professional next month when school was finished.  
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The doctors have told her that her injury is very serious and she will need to be in a 

wheelchair for a long time. She will certainly never be able to compete again due to her 

injuries.  

Your tasks: 
 
1. Identify all the potential areas of law which are engaged by the scenario above and 

in bullet points explain why you think they are relevant.  

 
2. Your supervisor is out of the office and sends you the email below. Please action the 

request.  

 
 
3. Steph’s father, the PE teacher, is distraught about the situation and also wants your 

advice. Are there any potential issues with your firm taking him on as a client? 

Explain your answer. [Max 200 words] 
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4. Jo has had to take early retirement from her gymnastics career and will no longer be 

able to compete for the GB Team as a result of her injuries. Her parents are 

devastated and would like to make a claim for compensation on her behalf.     

a) What area of law does this claim relate to and who could she bring the claim 

against?  

b) What would she need to prove to bring a successful claim? 

c) How would the value of this claim be assessed? 

[Max total 1000 words] 
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