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Students are not at all expected to get every single point set out below, but this model 

answer should provide teachers and students with an idea of the points which are 

relevant.   

 

Top tips for scoring well: 

 

 Firstly, always try and identify if there is any relevant law and explain what that law is. 

Treat the person that is marking your answers as if they have no legal knowledge 

whatsoever. There is no point quoting a piece of legislation without explaining, in simple 

terms, what it means!  

 

 Apply the law to the scenario/facts you are given. It is not enough to say that a theft has 

taken place, you need to explain what facts in the information you have been given can 

prove that. 

 

 If something is not clear, think critically about what further information you might need or 

questions you might have to ask to be able to come to a definitive answer.  

 

 Think outside the box – if you have come up with another point which has not been 

included in our model answer, or you have interpreted the information slightly differently, 

it could still be right. Law is not black and white;  provided you are able to explain why 

you think your point is correct based on the information you are given, then you may still 

get marks.  

 

1. How many (UK) criminal offences can you identify in the attached clip? 

Main offences:  

a. Theft (Theft Act 1968 s.1) 

In UK law, the things that must be proved to show that a theft has been committed are that 

someone has appropriated (i.e. taken or used as if it was their own) property belonging 

to another with the intention to permanently deprive them of it, and that they have done 

it ‘dishonestly’. An ‘intention to permanently deprive’ is when the thief plans to keep the 

item they have taken so that the owner is left without it forever.  

 

http://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1968/60/crossheading/definition-of-theft
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In this case, the gang took the possessions of a number of celebrities without their 

permission. We can see the gang members taking shoes and jewellery and putting it in their 

bags. It was clear that they had no intention of giving those items back to their owners. It 

therefore appears that they have (together or individually) committed theft.  

 

b. Burglary (Theft Act 1968 s.9) 

 

The points to show that a burglary has happened are that someone entered a building or 

any part of a building, as a trespasser (without permission), and stole or attempted to 

steal something in it. Burglary can also be committed when a person enters a building with 

the intention to steal something in it, even if they did not actually take anything in the end.  

 

It also covers those who enter as a trespasser with the intention of doing unlawful damage 

to the building or contents. 

 

It does not seem that the group had permission to enter Paris Hilton’s house, because Paris 

Hilton doesn’t know them. We see two of the members of the gang do a Google search to 

find out Paris’ address and they only went to the house because they knew she was away.  

 

In the clip we see the group enter Paris Hilton’s house, without her permission, and go into 

her closet to try on her clothes and shoes. We see one of the group put a pair of Paris’ 

shoes into their bag and sneak out of the house. There are also various moments in the clip 

which show the group taking items from celebrities’ houses. 

 

It looks like the reason the group went to the house in the first place was because they 

wanted to steal items, as we can tell from Nicki saying “Let’s go to Paris’. I wanna rob.” This 

means that even if they did not remove the items after all, they would still have committed a 

burglary as they would have gone into the house when they already had the intention to 

steal. 

 

c. Encouraging or assisting offences  (Serious Crime Act 2007 ss.44, 45, 46) 

 

When Nicki says, “Let’s go to Paris’. I wanna rob,”(0:34 of the clip) she may be committing a 

separate offence.  

 

http://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1968/60/section/9
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/27/part/2
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Nicki may be committing the offence of intentionally encouraging or assisting an offence. 

This means that someone does something ‘capable of’ encouraging or assisting 

someone else committing an offence, with the intention of having that effect.   

 

Depending on what she was thinking at the time, Nicki could be encouraging or assisting an 

offence which she believes will be committed. This offence does not need her to intend that 

the offence will actually happen, but is committed if she ‘believes’ that the offence will be 

committed with her encouragement. The others in the group might be said to be actually 

committing the offences.  

 

Even though Nicki says she wants to “rob,” implying she wants to commit a robbery, in UK 

law a robbery includes the use or threat of violence in order to commit a theft. There is no 

evidence of the gang using violence in the clip.  

 

Other potential offences: 

 

These potential offences appear in the clip but they may not be as obvious: 

 

I. Possession of controlled drugs (cannabis) (0:36 and 0:57 of the clip). (Misuse of Drugs 

Act 1971 s.5)  

 

It is an offence for a person in the UK to have cannabis in their possession no matter the 

quantity. In the UK there are three classes of controlled drugs (A-C). Cannabis is a class 

B drug.  

 

At 0:36 and 0:57 we can see Nicki holding something which could be a joint of cannabis.  

 

II. Driving offences (Road Traffic Act 1988 s.3)  

 

At 1:10 in the clip there is a car crash. The driver appears to be looking at her friend 

rather than the road at the time of the crash. It is possible that a careless driving offence 

(s.3 Road Traffic Act 1988) could be made out, as she is driving on a public road without 

paying attention or without consideration for other persons using the road.  

 

It is not possible to tell from the clip if anyone was seriously injured as a result but if they 

were, and depending on the circumstances of the way the car was driven, there are 

http://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/38/section/5
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/38/section/5
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/3
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/3
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more serious offences which  might have been committed such as causing death or 

injury by dangerous driving (ss. 1, 1A, 2 Road Traffic Act 1988 ss.1, 1A, 2).  

 

III. Possession of a firearm without a certificate (s. 1 Firearms Act 1968 ‘s’)  

 

It is an offence for a person to have in their possession a firearm without holding the 

relevant certificate to do so. At 1:02 in the clip one of the girls is seen spinning around 

with a firearm (gun), and at 1:14 there is a flash and sound which may be a gun going 

off. It appears that this offence may have been committed, but it would be necessary to 

find out who the gun belongs to and what the certification position is.  

 

2. What difficulties might arise when defending someone who was said to have 

acted in a group?  

 

a. It might be difficult to obtain one narrative of the events (mixed stories). 

b. Individual members of the group may tell on each other. An example could be if one of 

them tells the police about Nicki’s “Let’s go to Paris’. I wanna rob” statement.  

c. Individual members of the group may seek to place all of the blame on one or more 

other persons in the group. 

d. Some members could say they were forced/pressured into taking part.  

e. The above issues mean that there may be a ‘conflict of interest’ between members of 

the group, so that ethically you should not represent all of them. 

f. Members of the group may claim that they do not know the others.  

g. Individual group members may become witnesses for the prosecution.  

h. It may be difficult to identify who actually committed the offence – each person may have 

a different level of responsibility.  

i. Some members of the group could say that they did not realise that the others were 

about to commit an offence.  

 

3. What rights and possible legal actions do you think the victims do or should have 

against the defendants? 

 

 Rights  

 

a. The right to report the crime and have it investigated.  

http://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/1
ss.1,%201A,%202
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1968/27/section/1
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b. The right to be given written confirmation of the crime they reported and a crime 

reference number.  

c. The right to victim support services arranged by the police and provided by a victim 

support organisation.  

d. A contact number for the officer handling their case so that they can make enquiries 

about the crime they reported.  

e. The right to be kept informed about the progress of the investigation including being 

informed of anyone who has been arrested, bailed, released without being charged or 

charged for the crime.  

f. To be informed if the authorities decide not to proceed with a case against anyone and 

the right to ask for a review of that decision.   

g. If a trial is going to take place, to be told when and where the trial will be.  

h. To attend the trial and give evidence of the crime committed against them.  

i. The right to be informed if the authorities are going to publish anything about the crime in 

the media.  

j. If they are a victim of a sexual crime, the right to have their identity protected including 

their name, address, photograph and any contact information.  

 

 Legal actions  

For many of those affected by crime, reporting the offence to the police or even seeing the 

offender convicted may not be enough to make up for whatever loss they have suffered, 

whether that is financial, physical or emotional. It may be that the injury and trauma are so 

severe that they may want to bring a claim for compensation. 

 

There are two main options for obtaining compensation: 

 

 The first involves bringing a civil claim for personal injuries against the person 

found guilty of the crime. Compensation is available for a number of crimes, including 

physical and sexual assaults. Victims can claim a financial sum based on the level of 

pain and suffering they went through, the expenses they have incurred because of the 

injury (i.e. any loss of earnings or medical expenses) and any future losses which might 

arise, such as future loss of earnings if you cannot go back to your job.  

 

 The second is for victims to apply for compensation through a government scheme 

administered by the Criminal Injury Compensation Authority (“CICA”).  You will be 

http://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice
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eligible if you have suffered injuries because of a violent crime and the crime has been 

committed in the past two years. It doesn’t matter whether the offender has been 

convicted of the crime or even caught, but it must have been reported as soon as 

possible.   

 

4. Would you advise your client to speak to the media before they have been 

convicted/sentenced? Why? 

There is no law which prevents an accused person or their lawyer from speaking to the media 

about their case. However, it is better to be cautious. Lawyers also need to exercise greater 

care as they have professional obligations to their clients and the courts.   

 

 Yes  

 

a. It may be a good way for the client to tell their side of the story. 

b. It may give the client a chance to clear up any false stories or rumours that may be going 

around.  

c. If the client feels that they are wrongly accused, speaking to the media may cause a 

member of the public who has helpful information to come forward.  

d. The client may want to express remorse to try and save their reputation. 

 

 No  

 

a. There is a risk that your client will be misquoted or only partially quoted, or that the 

media will manipulate and twist what they say to make it more dramatic.  

b. The client may be in an emotional state and may say things to the press which they do 

not want to make public.  

c. The client may, without thinking, make statements which are unhelpful to their case. An 

example would be being asked by the press if they were on the scene. The client may 

reply in haste, “yes but I didn’t do it,” when their defence is that they were not there at all.  

d. If it appears that your client is attempting to have a ‘media trial’ (i.e. to have their story 

reported to try influencing potential jury members) then they could face criticism from the 

court. 

e. It draws more attention to the issue – speaking to the media will bring more coverage 

which may be negative.  

http://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice
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Helpful links:  

https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/theft-act-offences 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1968/60  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/38/contents  

https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/insights/blogs/criminal-law-blog/faqs-compensation-for-

victims-of-crime  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/   

https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/secondaryliability-charging-decisions-principals-and-

accessories 

https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/help-andsupport/your-rights/victims-code    

https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/help-andsupport/what-you-can-do/compensation  

http://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice
https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/theft-act-offences
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1968/60
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/38/contents
https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/insights/blogs/criminal-law-blog/faqs-compensation-for-victims-of-crime
https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/insights/blogs/criminal-law-blog/faqs-compensation-for-victims-of-crime
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/
https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/secondaryliability-charging-decisions-principals-and-accessories
https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/secondaryliability-charging-decisions-principals-and-accessories
https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/help-andsupport/your-rights/victims-code
https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/help-andsupport/what-you-can-do/compensation

