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Introduction to the Competition – The Bling Ring 
 

 
This is an introduction round that does not contribute to the final scoring. Teachers can 

use this activity to introduce the competition to the students and identify students who 

are interested in participating as part of a team. 

 

1. Teacher introduces the competition to the students and shows them the website 

and video: Routes into Law 

 

2. Teacher plays students the trailer clip from the Hollywood Indie film – The Bling 

Ring starring Emma Watson. You are welcome to show the entire film, but some 

key points of law are able to be observed from the trailer alone. This film is based 

on the true story of a group of LA teens who decide to break into the homes of 

Beverly Hills celebrities.  

 

3. Once the students have watched the clip, the teacher should host a group 

discussion about what the possible answers to the questions might be and direct 

the students to the key resources. 

 

a. Discussion guide: 

I. Teacher and students should discuss the various types of 

criminal offences that the students spotted during the clip – 

“spot the crime” discussion. Students can then search online 

http://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice
https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice/routes-into-law
https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice/teaser-task
https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice/teaser-task


 
 

 
 
 

The Bling Ring – Lesson Plan 

 

 

 

 www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice 

Kingsley Napley LLP is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulatory Authority. 

 

and on the CPS website for the correct terminology for the 

various offences; 

II. A discussion around criminal activity committed by a group – 

the students are not expected to know or understand 

complex legal concepts such as joint enterprise and “mens 

rea” etc. However, they should be spotting issues that might 

arise such as whether the group will all be guilty of the same 

crimes, how responsibility will be apportioned, what if 

someone says they were forced to take part etc. 

III. Rights of victims: this should be a discussion about what 

sorts of rights victims of crime should have. The teacher 

should ask the students to consider the point of view of the 

victim from a criminal perspective but also from the 

perspective of a civil claimant who may want to sue for 

damages and loss suffered. 

IV. Reputation Management: what do the students think is the 

best advice for the young people arrested in the Bling Ring 

in terms of managing reputational damage: 

a. Upon arrest? 

b. Upon charge? 

V. Reputation Management: what do the students think about 

the press statements given by the young people in the Bling 

Ring clip? 
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b. Key resources: 

https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/theft-act-offences 

I. https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1968/60 

II. https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/38/contents 

III. https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/insights/blogs/criminal-law-

blog/faqs-compensation-for-victims-of-crime 

IV. https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ 

V. https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/secondaryliability-

charging-decisions-principals-and-accessories 

VI. https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/help-and-support/your-

rights/victims-code 

VII. https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/help-and-support/what-you-

can-do/compensation 

 

4. The students draft their response in groups of 2-4 using the template provided. 
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